' Maria Minna Gets Fundmg for Essential
Projects in Beaches-East York

Maria Minna continues to get major funding
for projects that will make a positive
difference in the lives of the residents of
Beaches-East York.

Construction is currently under way for the
expansion of the O’Connor Community
Centre on Victoria Park Avenue which was
made possible by a $500,000 grant she got
from the government of Ontario. More
space will be provided for youth programs
and the community will have more equitable
access to the services provided by the
centre.

Agencies providing services to South Asian
families in the Crescent Town area will soon
be moving into much-needed office space at
Danforth and Main from which to service
their clients.

Maria Minna secured a $250,000 grant from
the provincial government to go towards the
purchase of the building from which
services such as settlement counseling,
women'’s support services and youth
services will be provided.

The East Toronto Baseball Association
is taking advantage of the expanded
playing field at Ted Reeve Arena made
possible by a $600,000 contribution
Maria Minna arranged through Canada
Lands Company Limited.

Students at Kimberley Public School are
better served because of the $700,000
expansion she negotiated.

Rent-geared-to-income tenants at Main
Square have received more than $1.9
million in federal subsidies they would not

have received if Maria Minna had not
intervened on their behalf.

“It's part of my job as the Member of
Parliament to lobby governments to fund
projects that will make life better for the
people of Beaches-East York,” Maria Minna
says. “Over the 14 years that | have been
the MP, millions of dollars have been
invested in essential community projects.”

Just last year, Maria fought the
Conservative government’s cuts to
Community Centre 55 which funds four
summer student positions annually. Her
persistence resulted in the Conservative
government first reinstating two of the
positions and finally all four. These
positions were part of 62 jobs in Beaches-
East York Maria secured through the
Canada Summer Jobs program totaling
$174,476 this summer alone for our young
people. This funded 31 projects in our
community.

Soon after she was first elected in October
1993, Maria Minna discovered that plans
for a community recreation centre at
Danforth and Main were in almost
complete shambles.

The federal government had committed to
making a major investment in the project
but the City of Toronto did not seem
capable of getting its act together.

Maria Minna got directly involved in the
issue — working with the residents, the City
of Toronto, Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation and others.

Maria hosts a roundtable on women'’s issues at the
Balmy Beach Club on July 17, 2008.

NDP Leader Misrepresents
Maria Minna’s Voting Record

NDP Leader Jack Layton has
misrepresented the voting record of

Beaches-East York Member of Parliament

Maria Minna.

In a brochure mailed to voters throughout
Beaches-East York — at an estimated cost
to taxpayers of $25,000 — Mr. Layton
falsely claimed that Maria Minna

“repeatedly avoided voting down” a
Conservative bill giving the Minister of
Immigration extraordinary powers over
applicants wishing to immigrate to
Canada.

In fact, Maria Minna voted against the bill
every time the Conservative government
brought it before the House of Commons
for a vote.

“This is a dishonest attack on my voting
record,” Maria Minna said in a statement
posted on her website -
www.mariaminna.ca. “Canadian taxpayers
should not have to foot the bill for sleazy
NDP election propaganda.”

Mr. Layton, MP for Toronto-Danforth, also
falsely claimed that Maria Minna “voted

(Continued on page 2)

She convinced the federal government to
pay $4.9 million toward the cost of the
project.

Finally, on April 12, 2003, the Main Square
Community Recreation Centre opened its
doors and it has been serving our
community ever since.

The Neighbourhood Link Employment
Resource Centre/40 plus program has
served more than 100,000 individuals
and has received approximately $2
million in federal funding.

That program did not even exist when
Maria Minna was first elected as our MP —
despite the fact that the overall
unemployment rate was at 11.5 per cent
and, for our youth, the figure was more
than 20 per cent.

Maria Minna brought the need for an
employment resource centre to the attention
of the leadership of Senior Link, a truly
remarkable organization dedicated to
improving the lives of seniors in our area.
However, they did not have any experience
or expertise in employment resources.

As Maria had spent 10 years as the
volunteer president of COSTI Immigrant
Services, Canada’s largest organization
dedicated to assisting immigrants settle into
life in Canada, she knew that COSTI could
provide the experience and expertise that
was needed.

COSTI's senior management team gladly
joined the effort and became a full partner
and, working closely with the senior staff at
Human Resources Development Canada,
the foundation was laid for what is now
recognized as one of the most successful
employment resource programs in Ontario.

Fighting to get results and improving
peoples’ lives is not something new for
Maria Minna. From her days as the
volunteer president of Canada’s largest
immigrant settlement organization, as a
Cabinet Minister and Member of Parliament,
she has worked tirelessly for women, youth,
seniors, new Canadians and her
constituents. And, she has always
delivered.

Maria Minna does what a good MP is
elected to do — she fights for her
constituents.

I @@yw ke

~Tie'y

S O

“clean: please recycle













